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of the dignity, more than half of the power, the inde-
pendence, perhaps the wealth of the Church. The
Cardinals, no doubt, as appointed by the late Popes,
were mostly high Hildebrandines. Many of the Lom-
bard bishops held rights and privileges in the cities
which would have been at the least emperilled by this
unlimited surrender of all royalties. But the blow \vas
heaviest on the Transalpine prelates. The great prince
bishops of Germany ceased at once to be princes; they
became but bishops. They were to yield up all their
pomp, all their vast temporal power. It was the
avowed design to banish them from the camp, the.conn-
oil, and the court, and to confine them to the cathedral.
They were no longer, as holding the most magnificent
imperial fiefs, to rank with the counts, and dukes, and
princes; to take the lead at the Diet; to grant or to
withhold their contingent of armed men for service
under the Imperial banner; to ride abroad with a
splendid retinue; to build not only sumptuous palaces
but strong castles; to be the great justiciaries in their
cities, to levy tolls, appoint markets and havens. Their
sole occupation henceforth was to be their spiritual
cure, the services in their churches, the superin-
tendence of their dioceses: the clergy were to be their
only vassals, their honour only that which they might
command by their sacerdotal character, their influence
that only of the chief spiritual pastor within their sees.
The Pope might seem deliberately and treacherously to
sacrifice all the higher ecclesiastics, to strip them re-
morselessly of all those accessories of outward show and
temporal influence (some of the better prelates might
regret the loss of that power, as disabling them from
the protection of the poor against the. rich, of the
oppressed against the oppressor): at the same time he